exposed position directly under the elevated load.
The suspended load in this case was a roll of 42"
conveyor belt.

The cited standard states that "persons shall stay clear
of suspended loads."

The events leading to the death of employee Brad Hobbs
are not in dispute.  Hobbs had just been released from
military service and had been working for S-S-S as a laborer
for only 3 weeks when the accident occurred.  Quarry manager
and S-S-S president Gerald Smith told senior employee Steve
Luebreicht to take Hobbs and another employee Robert Osborne
and show them how to replace a worn conveyor belt.  Neither
Hobbs nor Osborne had done this before.  Smith also told
crane operator William Swarnes of the plans to change the
belt and that Steve Luebreicht would tell him when he was
needed with the crane.  Smith did not directly supervise the
1 elt change and was not present when the accident occurred.

Steve Luebreicht acknowledged that for purposes of
changing the belt he was the "team leader." When Luebreicht
arrived at the conveyor Hobbs and Osborne, along with the new
belt and a pipe, were already there. They ran the pipe
through the center of the rolled belt, passed a chain through
the clevis attached to the crane cable and wrapped the chain
around each end of the pipe.  The crane operator raised the
new belt into position as Luebreicht guided him with arm
signals, then locked the roll in position and left the scene.

The rolled belt was binding against the chain and was
difficult to unravel.  Luebreicht had twice before rigged
belts for replacement but those belts were smaller and the
chain did not bind on the belt ,as it did now.  The three men
continued tugging at the end of the belt hanging above them
to thread it into the conveyor.  Hobbs was standing on the
conveyor when the belt suddenly fell striking all three and
killing Hobbs.

Osborne testified that in replacing the belt he was
taking directions from the more experienced Luebreicht.
According to Osborne it was difficult to pull the belt and
they found it necessary to go beneath the roll in order to
rig it properly.  Suddenly Osborne felt a slack in the belt,
looked up and saw the belt roll falling.  Osborne acknowl- (
edged that he had never been trained and had no experience in
changing conveyor belts.  However he had once been told by
Wayne Smith (President Gerry Smith's father) not to go
beneath any load.  He nevertheless went under the belt on
this occasion because he thought it was necessary.

843contrary to  the  otherwise uniform procedures of  the  respondent.
